
Vera Bradley Inspired 
DIY Cargo Duffel Bag 
 
Materials: 

 1.5 yards of main outer fabric 

 1.5 yards of inner canvas 

 0.5 yards of accent fabric 

 1.5 yards fleece interfacing 

 22” heavy duty zipper 

 7” zipper 

 10” piping 

 9 yards ½” bias binding tape 
 
Notes before sewing: 
Cut all interfacing 1” smaller than fabric all the 
way around.  
Use 1” seam allowance 
Make all pieces first than put bag together. 
 
Straps 

1. Iron on interfacing on canvas 
2. Fold in sides 1” in on both sides of main 

fabric 
3. Insert canvas/interfacing inside of fold 
4. Fold in accent 1” in on both sides 
5. Place over the fleece, canvas sandwich. 
6. Sew on the sides. 

 
 

 

 
Front Zipper Pocket- Optional 

1. Fold in the top of both pieces 0.25”, 
then another 0.5”.  

2. Top stitch one side to the zipper 
3. Top stitch the other side to the other 

side of the zipper with right side of 
fabric facing inwards. 

4. Fold in bottom fabric about 0.5” on the 
top.  

5. Baste stitch all around both pieces. 
 

 

 

 
 
Attach straps to front and main back pieces 
 
Pin and sew straps about 5.5” from each sides 
to the main front and back pieces. 

 



 
Sew bottom to main pieces 

1. With right sides together, sew bottom 
pieces to the front and back pieces 

2. Iron on interfacing to both front and 
back pieces 
 

 Attach front pockets and reinforce straps 
1. Place pocket in between and under 

straps.  
2. Top stitch all the way around 
3. Reinforce straps about 4.5” from top of 

the back. Use X diagram to reinforce on 
both sides 

4. Iron on interfacing to front and back 
pieces. 

5. Top stitch canvas on front and back 

 

 
 
Make top zipper piece 

1. Iron on interfacing to the canvas 
2. Topstitch canvas to the top piece 
3. Fold in top piece 0.25” in 
4. Top stitch each side to the sides of the 

zipper 

 
 
Make bottom piece 
Iron on interfacing to main piece 
Baste stitch canvas top main piece 
 
Make side pocket 

1. Align piping and front and inner pieces 
right sides together. 

2. Sew close to the piping. 
3. Fold over 

 
 
Make side pieces 

1. Iron on interfacing to main piece 
2. Lay pocket piece on top.  
3. Place canvas piece at the back 
4. Baste stitch all the way around 

 



Attach zipper top the front and back 
1. With right sides together, sew front 

piece to the zipper. 
2. Repeat for other side. 

 

 
 
Attach bottom to the bag 

1. Sew bottom to the front and then the 
other side to the back of the bag, right 
sides together 

 

 
 
Attach side pieces to the bag 
 

2. Open bag half way 
3. Pin and sew side pieces to both sides of 

the bag.  
4. Carefully remove each pin and sew all 

the way around 

 
 
Bind the raw edges 
 Serge, zig stitch or bind the raw edges 
of the inside of the bag 

 



Front Main
Cut 2 Outer Fabric
Cut 2 Inner Canvas
Cut 2 Fleece Intefacing- 1” less all around

Front Pocket
Cut 2 Outer Fabric

Bottom Main
Cut 1 Outer Fabric
Cut 1 Inner Canvas
Cut 1 Fleece Intefacing- 1” less all around

Zipper Main
Cut 2 Outer Fabric
Cut 2 Inner Canvas
Cut 2 Fleece Intefacing- 1” less all around

Bottom Main
Cut 2 Outer Fabric
Cut 2 Inner Canvas
Cut 2 Fleece Intefacing- 1” less all around

Straps Main
Cut 2 Outer Fabric
Cut 2 Inner Accent Fabric
Cut 2 Canvas-1” less all around
Cut 2 Fleece Intefacing- 1” less all around
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DIY Cargo Duffel Bag



DIY Cargo Du�el Bag
Side Pattern A



DIY Cargo Du�el Bag
Side Pattern B



DIY Cargo Du�el Bag
Side Pocket Pattern A



DIY Cargo Du�el Bag
Side Pocket Pattern B


